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Thank you for the past seven years of exem-

plary episcopal leadership. 
 

Our prayers are with you as you begin your 

new and challenging ministry. 

FFFAREWELLAREWELLAREWELL    ANDANDAND   THANKTHANKTHANK    YOUYOUYOU, , ,    

BELOVEDBELOVEDBELOVED    PPPITHAAVEITHAAVEITHAAVE    
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP  

 

Farewell message from the Bishop  

 

Dear Reverend Fathers, Sisters and 

Lay faithful,  

After seven years of episcopal ministry 

in this wonderful eparchy, I am return-

ing to India to serve the newly formed 

Malankara Catholic Diocese of Paras-

sala. As I leave our beloved Eparchy 

and this beautiful part of the globe, I 

wish to express my deep-felt gratitude to all our priests, Rev. 

Sisters and all our faithful for the unreserved support, love and 

cooperation that you have so generously extended to me all 

these years. If it is with a profound sense of satisfaction that I 

leave the Eparchy for another one, it is primarily because of 

your goodness and your extra-ordinary love for the Church 

which you have shown in a variety of ways. The primary 

strength of my episcopal ministry here has been, after the lov-

ing providence of God, the genuine love of our people and the 

unreserved cooperation of our priests and religious. 

The little that we have been able to achieve as a Church in the 

past seven years has been the fruit of Godôs caring love for our 

Church and our faithful response to this love in the form of our 

ecclesial belongingness, togetherness and commitment. As a 

community, we set sublime spiritual and ecclesial ideals, sur-

passing limited personal and provincial interests and as a result, 

we have been able to grow as a spiritual and ecclesial family. 

For this, I congratulate all of you whole-heartedly. I personally 

have been moved by the generosity of our first-generation par-
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ents, the dedication and enthusiasm of our youth and children 

and the pastoral commitment and service of our priests and 

Rev. Sisters. 

Your genuine efforts at protecting our traditional family values 

and creating a healthy atmosphere of faith and prayer in our 

families is praiseworthy. I wish and pray that this wonderful 

spirit of family and faith grow ever deeper and greater among 

our families and in our communities. 

I am deeply grateful to all my immediate collaborators, namely, 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Peter Kochery who served with such an amount 

of dedication and gentleness as the Vicar General, Very Rev. 

Fr. Augustine Mangalath, whose untiring and self-sacrificing 

service as the Chancellor and Finance Officer contributed 

greatly to the Eparchy, my secretaries, the other members of the 

Curia, the Presbyteral Council, the Pastoral Council, and all of 

you, for the abundance of love and support that I was privileged 

to enjoy from you. 

I wish to express all my appreciation and pray blessings for the 

ministry of His Excellency the Most Rev. Philipos Mar 

Stephanos that is to begin soon. I am sure, his wealth of experi-

ence, personal holiness, erudition, pastoral efficiency and ad-

ministrative skills will prove to be a big blessing for our Epar-

chy. I earnestly request all of you to extend to His Excellency 

the love, support and cooperation that you have been so gener-

ously showering on me all these seven years. I extend a very 

personal invitation to all of you to his installation on Oct. 28, to 

be held in our Cathedral at Elmont, New York and will be offi-

ciated by His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, 

our Major Archbishop-Catholicos. Finally, on a personal note, I 

beseech your valuable prayers for my ministry in the new dio-

cese of Parassala and for the people of God whom I am called 

to serve. I am at the same time excited about the new mission 

possibilities opened through the formation of the new diocese 
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But, I must sincerely confess that all of you will be greatly 

missed in my life. May God continue to bless all of you, our 

families, our parishes and our whole Eparchy. 

 

Yours lovingly in our Lord, 

 

 

Thomas Mar Eusebius 

Apostolic Administrator 
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EPARCHY NEWS 
 

Bishop Philipos Mar Stephanos installed as the sec-

ond bishop of the Eparchy 

 
The installation of Most Rev. Dr. Philipos Mar Stephanos as 

the second bishop of St. Mary, Queen of Peace Eparchy in the 

United States and Canada was held on 28 October 2017 at 3 pm 

at St. Vincent De Paul Syro-Malankara Catholic Cathedral, El-

mont, New York. Following the Holy Qurbono for the Installa-

tion at 10 am, the Sunthroniso service commenced at 3 pm with 

the liturgical reception given for His Beatitude Moran Mor 

Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, Bishop Philipos Mar 

Stephanos, along with fourteen bishops from both the Eastern 

and Western rites of the Catholic Church. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Kuri-

akose Thadathil was the master of ceremonies in this blessed 

service attended by around a thousand faithful and clergy from 

all the parishes in the Eparchy. 
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The Sunthroniso service was followed by a brief felicitation 

meeting, which was attended by Cardinal Timothy Dolan of the 

Archdiocese of New York, Bishop William Murphy, Bishop 

Emeritus of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, and several other 

distinguished prelates. Felicitations and greetings were ac-

corded to Bishop Philipos Mar Stephanos by Moran Mor 

Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, Cardinal Leonardo San-

dri, the prefect of the Congregation of the Oriental Churches, 

through a written message read by Msgr. Dennis Kuruppussery, 

Cardinal Timothy Dolan, and Bishop Thomas Mar Eusebius. 

Bishop Philipos Mar Stephanos spoke afterwards and expressed 

his gratitude to brother bishops and all the clergy and faithful 

who participated and prayed for him. The meeting concluded 

with Sleeba Muthu by the newly installed Bishop of the Epar-

chy. 

 

We, the Eparchy, are praying for you and look toward you for 

guidance, dear Pithaave. 

 

 

 

 

 


